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Preparing the Way: A Season of Hope, Justice, and 
Preparation 
 
As we enter the second week of Advent, our scriptures draw us deeper into hope, justice, and 
preparation—themes that resonate powerfully as we consider FAN’s mission on this Giving 
Tuesday, December 2. 
 
In his Letter to the Romans (15:4-9), St. Paul urges us to draw hope from scripture: “what was 
written was written for our instruction … so that through endurance and the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope.” This reminder is especially meaningful for us as Franciscan 
advocates: our faith is grounded not only in what has been, but also in what can be. Further, our 
hope is not in an ideology or a party but in a person: Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. We 
learn from the past to better understand the present and prepare for the future. Through your 
generosity, FAN nurtures that hope in emerging leaders, young and old, equipping them to bring 
God’s love into public life.  
 

 

Our responsorial psalm and first reading reflect this hope, proclaiming that “Justice shall flourish 
in his time, and fullness of peace forever” (Ps 72:7, 17). The prophet Isaiah (11:1-10) movingly 
describes a time when a promising shoot “shall sprout from the stump of Jesse,” filled with a 
spirit of wisdom, counsel, strength, and knowledge of God’s will—with the courage to carry it 
out. The result will be a society freed from enmity, harm and ruin: God’s kingdom. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120725.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120725.cfm


Justice and peace are not distant ideals—they are signs of the reign of God. FAN’s work, rooted 
in the gospel and Franciscan social vision, promotes this justice. We stand and work in 
solidarity with our brothers and sisters who are impoverished, marginalized, and voiceless so 
their concerns are heard in the halls of power and policy. Your support makes that possible. 
 
Finally, in the passage from the Gospel of Matthew (3:1–12), John the Baptist cries out in the 
wilderness: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” His call is urgent, stirring, and 
hopeful. It is especially challenging for those who have social, religious and political power and 
status. John, the herald of the Christ, prepares the way—clearing rocky paths, pointing the way 
forward, calling us to bear fruit worthy of conversion. This is our call, too: to prepare our hearts 
and our communities for the reign of God here and now. 
 
On this Giving Tuesday, we’re invited to act in that Advent spirit. Giving generously is one of 
the ways we can sow hope, stand for justice, and help prepare the way of the Lord—  in praise 
and loving action. FAN’s advocacy doesn’t just imagine change: it helps to create it, locally and 
nationally, through relationships, education, and concrete policy work. 
 
Thank you for journeying with FAN. Your tax-deductible gift today will help us educate, inspire, 
and mobilize Franciscan-hearted people who reflect the joy and hope of this Advent season and 
act with love. 
 
DONATE 
 
Fr. John Celichowski, OFM Cap. 
FAN Board Member 
 
 
Suggested Action: Prayerfully reflect on how you can take loving action for justice, peace and 
care for creation during Advent and in 2026. Consider joining a Franciscan Justice Circle and 
supporting FAN’s work by sharing your time, talents, passion and financial resources. 
 
Suggested Petitions:  

For the grace to prepare the way of the Lord by cultivating hope, peace, and justice in our world, 
we pray to the Lord. 

In gratitude for all who long for healing, dignity, and justice, and for the gifts offered this Giving 
Tuesday to strengthen the ministries that lift up those who are poor and marginalized, we pray to 
the Lord. 

 
Prayer  
 
Loving and merciful God, 
In this sacred season of waiting and preparation, 

https://franciscanaction.org/join-fjc/
https://franciscanactionnetwork.salsalabs.org/year-end2025/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=96fd283c-6373-439b-af55-0038bda75b4c


stir in us the courage of St. John the Baptist 
and the compassion of St. Francis of Assisi. 
Guide us to be instruments of your justice and peace, 
bearers of hope, 
and people who reveal your love for all creation. 
 
Amen. 
 
This Giving Tuesday, give to FAN today to continue our shared work for justice. 
 

Webinar Tonight: The Green Amendments Movement 

Webinar: The Green Amendments Movement 
Tuesday Dec. 2, 2025 
Time: 7pm ET / 6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT 
Sign up today: here 
 
What if your right to breathe clean air or drink safe 
water were as sacred as your right to speak freely?  
 
Green Amendments make this vision real, embedding 
environmental rights directly into state constitutions. 
Green Amendments ensure that no one, especially our 
most vulnerable, is left unprotected. As federal 
protections grow more fragile and communities face the 
escalating impacts of pollution, climate change, and 
environmental injustice, these state-level 
constitutional rights provide a lasting safeguard for 
ourselves and future generations. 
 

Join us for FAN’s second webinar in this 3-part series, on Tuesday Dec. 2, 2025 at 7pm 
ET (6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT). We will discuss the advent and ongoing work of the Green 
Amendments Movement in the U.S. with Maya K. van Rossum, founder of the movement. 
 

Support FAN for Giving Tuesday 

This Giving Tuesday, we invite you to make a gift to the 
Franciscan Action Network and help fuel the growing 
movement of people working every day to transform 
compassion into action. Your donation powers FAN’s 
efforts to confront injustice, protect creation, accompany 
the marginalized, and nurture communities rooted in 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T0f338725-97f6-4343-9610-735123223511/c65c55bb-5cdf-4989-a40f-ebd35c837cb9
https://franciscanactionnetwork.salsalabs.org/greenamendments/index.html
https://default.salsalabs.org/T2f73cf2d-21dc-49a7-a0ae-2a4118c0cb1b/2a657f11-3017-4bd4-a2eb-dc5f5ac51d99


peace. Because of you, advocates are empowered, leaders are formed, and voices for justice 
are heard in the halls of power. As we look toward a critical year ahead, your contribution 
today and throughout this season ensures that FAN can meet rising needs with courage, 
clarity, and hope. Every gift strengthens our shared mission. You can donate here. Thank you 
for walking with us.  

Upcoming Advent Prayer: Welcome the Children 

You are invited to join FAN in an online Advent 
prayer service on Tuesday, December 16 at 7pm 
ET. As we draw near to the Feast of the Birth of the 
Christ Child, we will reflect upon the birth of Christ 
and join together to pray for the thousands of 
immigrant children impacted by our government’s 
current policies and actions.  Please join us as we 
pray to “Welcome the Children” on December 16. 
Register here. 

Franciscan Justice Circles 
All are invited to join the Virtual FJC as they gather in shared hope and lament for lives 
impacted by gun violence on Thursday, December 4, 2025 at 2pm Eastern, 1pm Central, 
12pm Mountain, and 11am Pacific. Through prayer, silence, and community presence, they 
will honor victims and stand together for peace. All are welcome to take part in this time of 
reflection, healing, and collective commitment to nonviolence. Join here. 
 
In the SE Wisconsin FJC, people are engaging civil and church leaders on various topics of 
concern including immigration, threats to funding for their unhoused neighbors, prison reform, 
and early childhood education access. Some members continue to show up for vigils including 
a weekly prayer walk in front of the local immigration office. 
 
Upcoming Franciscan Justice Circle (FJC) gatherings: 
Mid-Hudson Valley FJC: Tues. Dec. 2 at 12:00 pm ET via Zoom 
Kansas FJC: Tues. Dec. 2 at 7:00 pm CT via Zoom 
Ohio FJC: Wed. Dec. 3 at 7:00 pm ET via Zoom 
Virtual FJC: Thur. Dec. 4 at 11:00 am PT / 2:00 pm ET via Zoom 
SoCal FJC: Thur. Dec. 4 at 6:00 pm PT via Zoom 
Chicagoland FJC: Sat. Dec. 6 at 10:00 am CT via Zoom 
San Francisco Bay Area FJC: Mon. Dec. 8 at 7:00 pm PT via Zoom 
DE Valley FJC: Tue. Dec. 9 at 7:00 pm ET via Zoom 
New Mexico FJC: Tue. Dec. 9 at 6:30 pm MT via Zoom 
CT-RI FJC: Wed. Dec. 10 at 7:00 pm ET via Zoom 
Rochester, NY FJC: Thur. Dec. 11 at 3:30 pm ET via Zoom 
Central Indiana FJC: Fri. Dec. 12 at 1:00 pm ET via Zoom 

https://default.salsalabs.org/Td551cd75-73a5-4a54-9ff2-3e46674f0dc9/2a657f11-3017-4bd4-a2eb-dc5f5ac51d99
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2-OSaOgDRxucTTnzNoVrWQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81499765587?pwd=RE9uXasxNGeIKGK5XZ87sF4eZyGJle.1
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tab4733bd-fc06-40d1-9a27-52bef3676f36/a0329329-c499-4abd-a8de-e76be10c37e6


DC-area FJC: Sat. Dec. 13 at 11:00 am ET In Person 
 
To find out more about any of the FJC gatherings coming up or for information about joining or 
forming a Circle, please sign up HERE.  

 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T3df7f33f-8729-42e7-b2b4-bd28cd1a5094/d694d8ec-8ed0-41e4-a48a-8d18f2efa002
https://default.salsalabs.org/T3df7f33f-8729-42e7-b2b4-bd28cd1a5094/d694d8ec-8ed0-41e4-a48a-8d18f2efa002
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