Publication Date: November 18, 2025
Reflection Date: November 23, 2025 - Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

What Sort of King is Christ?

The Solemnity of Our Lor hrist, King of the Universe is not the easiest Church feast for
me to understand. Jesus as my savior, Messiah, brother, and son of God is much more relatable
than Jesus as king. Perhaps because | grew up in the United States—where | was taught that
Americans threw off monarchy to establish a democratic republic-relating to a king does not
come naturally.

The readings for this feast, however, help me see that Jesus’ kingship has nothing to do with the
trappings of human monarchy. Rather than placing Jesus far above us, the readings show that
he is very near to us. In the passage from the second book of Samuel about David being
crowned king of Israel, the tribes say something fascinating to signal their acceptance: “Here we
are, your bone and your flesh.” There could hardly be any clearer expression of intimate
relationship between people and king.

In his letter to the Colossians, St. Paul’s way of expressing Jesus’ kingship is not that he is
above us but rather before all of us: “all things were created through him and for him. He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together.” According to our Franciscan theologian
John Duns Scotus, the primacy of Christ means that God intended from the beginning for Jesus
to be with us out of love, not in reaction to human sin.

In the passage for the feast from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus’ kingship does not bring him worldly
glory but rather ultimate humiliation at the hands of religious and political powers in the form of


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112325.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112325.cfm

crucifixion. Who is it that affirms Jesus’ kingship? Only a fellow man being crucified for crimes
he humbly admits he committed, pleading “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.”

Trusting that our relationship with Christ is intended to be at least as close as that of the tribes
with David, | pray, “Here | am, Jesus, your bone and your flesh.” Help me to reveal your
kingdom here on earth by caring for my sisters and brothers facing hardship—for example,
immigrants fearing family disruption due to mass deportations. I trust that, however difficult the
times might be, in Christ, all things hold together.

Michele Dunne, OFS

Executive Director, Franciscan Action Network

Suggested Action: Are there communities or church congregations in your area experiencing
special hardships due to deportations or cuts in food aid? Show your care by helping out in
some practical way and take action by speaking up for government policies that will address
systemic injustices.

Petitions:

For openness to God'’s true and holy will for the building of the kingdom on earth, we pray to the
Lord.

For our sisters and brothers experiencing the humiliation of impoverishment, deportation, or war,
we pray to the Lord.

Prayer

Your gift of love they crucified

They laughed and scorned Him as he died
The humble King they named a fraud

And sacrificed the Lamb of God

Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God

| love the Holy Lamb of God

Oh wash me in His precious Blood

My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God

Amen.

(Lyrics from “Lamb of God” by Twila Paris)
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ourselves and future generations.

Webinar: The Green Amendments Movement
Tuesday Dec. 2, 2025

Time: 7pm ET / 6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT
Sign up today: here

What if your right to breathe clean air or drink safe
water were as sacred as your right to speak freely?

Green Amendments make this vision real, embedding
environmental rights directly into state constitutions.
Green Amendments ensure that no one, especially our
most vulnerable, is left unprotected. As federal
protections grow more fragile and communities face the
escalating impacts of pollution, climate change, and
environmental injustice, these state-level
constitutional rights provide a lasting safeguard for

Join us for FAN’s second webinar in this 3-part series, on Tuesday Dec. 2, 2025 at 7pm
ET (6pm CT / 5pm MT / 4pm PT). We will discuss the advent and ongoing work of the Green
Amendments Movement in the U.S. with Maya K. van Rossum, founder of the movement.

Support FAN for Giving Tuesday

As Giving Tuesday approaches, we invite you to stand with
the Franciscan Action Network in advancing justice,
nonviolence, and hope in our communities and across the
nation. Your contribution sustains our work for human
dignity, climate justice, immigration advocacy, and
systemic change. In 2025, your support has helped us
expand the Franciscan Justice Circles, deepen the impact
of the Franciscan Justice Leadership Conference, and
empower advocates to turn faith into action. Every
gift—large or small—makes a tangible difference and
helps carry Franciscan values to build a more just,
compassionate, and peaceful world. You can donate: here.
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Catholics Rally Behind Immigrants Nationwide

As part of the ‘One Church, One Family’ campaign,
FAN staff joined other organizations and individuals
working for more just immigration policies outside of
ICE headquarters in Washington DC on November
13. In solidarity and prayer, this public witness
highlighted the dehumanization and attacks on our
communities, parishes, families, Church, and our
brothers and sisters. This was part of a broader
campaign in cities across the United States.

On November 12, 2025 and for the first time in 12
years, the US bishops issued a special message
addressing their concerns about the treatment of
immigrants in the United States. In a powerful
display of unity, the bishops hoped to convey the
gravity of the situation, praying for an end to “dehumanizing rhetoric and violence,” and stating
their opposition to “the indiscriminate mass deportation of people.”

Vigils for All Victims of Gun Violence

On Wednesday, December 10, 2025, FAN
will cosponsor the 13th Annual National
Vigil for All Victims of Gun Violence at St.
Mark's Episcopal Church in Washington,
D.C.—held near the 13-year mark of the
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
tragedy, when a 20-year-old gunman armed
with an AR-15 killed 20 first graders and six
educators. You are invited to join us in this
day of mourning, remembrance, and action
by hosting a local vigil or event. The vigils
can be held on December 10 or any time during December. Newtown Action Alliance has
created a free toolkit to help your planning.

® D&cmbdl 2025
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Continue to Take Action

Immigration:

Please ask Congress to advance the
Renewing Immigration Provisions bills (S.
2468/ H.R. 4696) out of the Judiciary
Committees in the House and Senate for
a vote.



https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/us-bishops-issue-special-message-immigration-plenary-assembly-baltimore
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This bill would create a streamlined path to citizenship for DACA recipients, TPS holders,
farmworkers, and undocumented essential workers by amending the Immigration and National
Act (INA).

You can act now: here.

Israel/Palestine

Please join FAN in urging the House of Representative to advance the Block the Bombs Act,
H.R. 3565, introduced by Representative Delia Ramirez (IL-3), which would prohibit the

President from selling, transferring, or exporting certain defense articles or services, including
heavy bombs, to Israel except in specified circumstances.

You can act now: here.

Care for Creation:

After Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins cancelled the Roadless Rule—a 2001 regulation
that protects 45 million acres of National Forest from road construction—members of the U.S.
House and Senate have proposed legislation to reinstate the rule.

Please consider asking your representatives in Congress to support these bills, which are
essential to protect our National Forests and the precious and irreplaceable wildlife, water
sources, Native American sacred places, and recreational opportunities they contain.

You can act now: here.

Franciscan Justice Circles

Members of the Reading PA FJC are learning more about climate change advocacy actions
in Pennsylvania from connecting with an environmental advocacy group locally. They also
partake in peaceful public gatherings around topics of justice and democracy.

Members of the Pacific Northwest FJC have been exploring peaceful dialogue across
differences, finding ways to work in solidarity with each other and learning more about
principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

Upcoming Franciscan Justice Circle (FJC) gatherings:

St. Bonaventure U. FJC: Wed. Nov. 19 at 12:30 pm ET In Person
Michigan FJC Info. Session: Wed. Nov. 19 at 7:00 pm ET via Zoom
Virtual FJC: Thu. Nov. 20 at 11:00 am PT / 2:00 pm ET via Zoom
Pacific Northwest FJC: Thu. Nov. 20 at 1:00 pm PT via Zoom
Phoenix - area FJC: Thu. Nov. 20 at 5:00 pm MST via Zoom
Boston - area FJC: Thu. Nov. 20 at 7:00 pm ET via Zoom

W. Pennsylvania FJC: Thu. Nov. 20 at 7:30 pm PT via Zoom
Reading PA FJC: Sun. Nov. 23 at 2:00 pm ET In Person & via Zoom
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Twin Cities FJC: Mon. Nov. 24 at 7:00 pm CT via Zoom

SE Wisconsin FJC: Mon. Nov. 24 at 7:00 pm CT via Zoom

Bay Area FJC: Mon. Nov. 24 at 7:00 pm PT via Zoom

CT-RI FJC: Tues. Nov. 25 at 7:00 pm ET via Zoom

Texas FJC: Tues. Nov. 25 at 7:15 pm CT / 6:15 pm MT via Zoom

To find out more about any of the FJC gatherings coming up or for information about joining or
forming a Circle, please sign up HERE.
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