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Embracing the Other
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Years ago, while on a pilgrimage to Assisi, we stood
in the valley below the city, where the lepers lived at
the time of St. Francis. Our guide pointed out that,
especially when it rained, those living below the
town would receive all the trash and waste material
from those living above. The lepers at the time were
treated as less than human, and even St. Francis, in
his early years, was repelled by them.

Our readings for the sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
call us to ask, who are the lepers of today? Whom
do society and I consider to be ‘other,’ and how do I
treat him, her, them?

Jesus taught us by example how to be sensitive to
and treat those othered by society, those on the
margins. In the gospel, Jesus sees someone with
leprosy as a person who was ostracized and
excluded from the community, seeking to live a fully human life.

Who are the lepers in your life? Whom do you exclude and consider less than? Why do we
stand by and allow fracking, landfills, incinerators, and hazardous waste disposal plants to be
disproportionately placed in communities of color and on indigenous land?

What does Jesus ask of us when we live in a society that allows approximately 18 out of every
10,000 people–including our country's veterans, people with mental health issues, and families
with children–to be homeless due to lack of affordable housing?

Why is there no public protest when a 5-year-old child of parents fleeing gangs, war, and conflict
in their country of birth dies homeless on our city streets as a refugee seeking asylum?

Who is your leper? Who are the lepers in our society today?

As those who walk in the footsteps of Jesus and St. Francis, we must be aware of our complicity
in systems that allow some human beings to be othered and, further, we must realize that we
have the ability to help transform systems that enable this.

In the gospel, Jesus "stretched out his hand and touched" (Mk.1:41) the leper, as did Francis in
his time. Following their example, we are called to embrace our personal and societal lepers of
today. As St Francis wrote in his Testament, it is by reverently embracing the "other" in our lives
that "what seemed bitter...was turned into sweetness of soul and body."

Sr. Maryann Mueller, CSSF

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021124.cfm
https://franciscanmissionservice.org/2014/07/getting-over-otherness/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021124.cfm


FAN Supporter

Suggested Action:
As you live through this coming week, pay attention to how you may other another person.
Creating awareness of how we all do this is the first step to learning to revere all God’s creation.

Suggested Petitions:
For the openness and honesty to see the other in my life and the humility to ask God for help in
reaching out and bridging these relationships, we pray…
For the courage to see what is ours to do to help those living in violent situations, we pray…

Prayer by Alan Paton Open my eyes and ears

O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others
Open my ears that I may hear their cries;
Open my heart so that they need not be without succor;
Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong,
Nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich.
Show me where love and hope and faith are needed,
And use me to bring them to those places.
And so open my eyes and my ears
That I may this coming day be able to do some work of peace for thee.

Amen.

Action alert for Ceasefire to Stop Spreading Violence
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This week is a critical time to ask your
representatives in Congress to advocate a
ceasefire in Gaza and release of all
hostages, and not to fund more destructive
weapons that will only fuel further violence.
Your voice for peace is needed now! Click
here to take action.

An in-person Ash Wednesday mass and
ecumenical prayer service for peace will take
place in front of the White House on
Wednesday, February 14 at 11am ET.
Register here to attend.

To learn more about the ongoing conflict, consider attending an online briefing hosted by the
Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns and the Franciscan Friars Province of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on Thursday, February 8 at 4pm ET / 1pm PT. Susan Gunn, Director of
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns and Russ Testa, JPIC Co-Director for the Franciscan
Friars, will share their insights from a recent visit to the Holy Land organized by Churches for
Middle East Peace. Click here to register to attend on Zoom.

FAN statement on Border Bill

https://franciscanaction.org/prayers/
https://pixabay.com/users/hosnysalah-10285169/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=6303913
https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=6303913
https://franciscanactionnetwork.salsalabs.org/CeasefireinMiddleEast
https://franciscanactionnetwork.salsalabs.org/CeasefireinMiddleEast
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8AC5lpBRZeHucKpTUv3gjtZXqxDTsPkYaUz0G3dxb93jObw/viewform
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wqBFIi1BRzKo42bxpGOlGw#/registration


Commenting on the Senate bill that pairs measures
on the U.S. southern border with military aid to
Israel and Ukraine, FAN Associate Director Sr.
Marie Lucey said that “a bill that pits communities
against each other and offers no human solution for
increasing numbers of migrants at our southern
border” is unacceptable. “In order to achieve funding
for Ukraine, Israel and others, the Senate
negotiating committee has proposed The Border Act
in which a very few positive elements are far
outweighed by harmful measures that extremely
limit access to asylum for people seeking safety and
freedom in this country.” Please read Sr. Marie’s full
statement here and consider reaching out to your
members of Congress to express your concern.

Support FAN at the Polar Bear Plunge
FAN Campaign Associate Gabby Martinez, Executive
Director Michele Dunne, and DC Franciscan Justice
Circle member Mike Gering will plunge into the icy
Potomac River at the annual “Keep Winter Cold” Polar
Bear Plunge this Saturday, February 10 organized by
our friends at Chesapeake Climate Action Network
(CCAN).

Please show your support for creation care and stay
dry by pledging a donation. You pledge, we freeze,
and together we raise money to continue the work of
caring for God’s creation. All contributions to the FAN
team will be split evenly between CCAN and FAN. We
are very close to reaching our goal of raising $3000.
Thank you so much for supporting us in our plunge
into Sister Water to care for creation!

Limited time offer: Get Your FAN Sweatshirt Today
Have you been wanting a FAN hoodie? Wearing one
is a great way to keep warm while at events and
actions during the cool weather. It’s also a great way
to show your Franciscan heart!

Franciscan Action Network is excited to announce a
limited time opportunity to get a union-made FAN
hoodie for yourself or someone you love. From now
until February 14 (Ash Wednesday) when you make
a $60 donation to FAN, we will send you a FAN
hoodie as a thank you gift. We need to order at least
24 hoodies at a time, so please help us meet this
goal.

https://franciscanaction.org/franciscans-say-no-to-senate-supplemental-funding-bill/
https://us-p2p.engagingnetworks.app/8909/polarbearplunge2024/143344/franciscan-action-network


Simply fill out this form and a FAN staff member will contact you to confirm your donation
details. If we meet our goal, you’ll have your hoodie in hand by Easter.

Webinar: Human Trafficking and Forced Migration
FAN Advocacy Director Sr. Maria Orlandini will
speak at the first of three webinars focused on
advocacy to break the link between human
trafficking and forced migration on Monday,
February 12 at 11a ET (8a PT). This webinar is
being hosted by the Alliance to End Human
Trafficking and the National Advocacy of the Sisters
of the Good Shepherd.

Find more information here and click here to
register.

Franciscan Justice Circle Updates
On February 1, 2024 the staff of FAN
gathered for a ministry of prayer in the
neighborhood where Cap Corps
volunteer Ryan Realbuto was shot and
killed on January 19. See photos and a
short video of the group praying the
Lord’s Prayer here.

Together with neighbors, city council
members, local organizers, volunteers
and others, we asked God to
re-consecrate the ground where this
violence occurred. FAN Executive
Director Michele Dunne wrote this reflection about the event. We are grateful to Deacon Bill
Coffey OFS and the Rochester NY Franciscan Justice Circle, who practice a regular ministry
of prayer at the site of shootings, for inspiring this service.

If you’d like more information about joining or forming a Franciscan Justice Circle in your area,
please contact us.

https://forms.gle/fge2jjup51rYqip26
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/human-trafficking-and-forced-migration/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3IWCGeD_TTm-7oWFhW75XA#/registration
https://photos.app.goo.gl/c1AXRMEfYWRXHPs96
https://youtu.be/NBh1pIjyTlo
https://franciscanaction.wordpress.com/2024/02/02/remembering-ryan-and-reconsecrating-the-place-he-fell/
https://franciscanaction.org/franciscan-justice-circles/
mailto:fjcinfo@franciscanaction.org

