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I have come...so that the blind shall see 
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It’s very hard for you and I, or anyone of 
this time and age, to accept a Miracle. We 
all love to hear about a Miracle but when it 
comes down to it, we are more like 
“doubting Thomas” then we are someone 
like ​Blessed Solanus Casey​ (a Capuchin) 
who not only relied on a Miracle but 
expected one. Our power of logic and 
reason tilts us toward the need to provide 
proof. In fact even the Church has rules 
that rely on proof of an act of God 
(Miracles) before the Church says it was a Miracle. 
 
Please, I am not saying that trying to prove God’s intervention or action is bad. It just seems to 
be part of our nature to look at everything else before we accept that God has done a great 
thing. But at the same time, I have to admit that it tends to be part of our nature to blame bad 
things on God not doing something. I am speaking to our questioning why would God allow 
something or cause something that is horrible. 
 
The Miracle in ​this week’s Gospel​ echoes these beliefs. Many thought the blind man was faking 
it so that he could eat and live without working for what he needs daily. Why does this part of 
the story sound so much like some of our discussions when it comes to helping others with 
food, or programs to assist them onto a level playing field? 
 
Solanus Casey on the other hand encourages us all to expect God to work and move in our 
lives. In fact his life challenged us to thank God ahead of time! To expect God to answer our 
needs and our prayers. 
 
So, today we are challenged and are given a choice. 
 
Will we be like the Pharisees of old and let the letter of the law rule and use that to ​not ​embrace, 
to pray and ​not​ take action, to ​not​ feed the hungry, to ​not​ work for justice? Or will we be like 
Blessed Solanus Casey, thanking God for His work in our midst ​by what we do​ personally to 
those who are on the margins of our society? 
 
Br. Paul Crawford, OFM Cap. 
FAN Board Member 
 
Suggested Action: 
Take a moment this week to recognize God’s working in your life. Let your actions with the poor 
and marginalized in your community be a prayer of thanks to the Lord for the blessings in your 
life. 
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