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Receive and Welcome Christ
“Whoever receives one child such as this
in my name, receives me.”
The words from this Sunday’s Gospel
should cause all Americans to pause. How
do we, as a country, receive children?
Our government has been globally
transparent in its disregard on the care for
children. Our country is the only United
Nations member state that is not a party to
the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which aims to protect and promote the rights of all children around the
world. Furthermore, the United States recently notified the United Nations that it will no longer
take part in the global compact on migration, sending a signal to the global community how our
government regards children who have fled their homes due to war (think Syria), gang violence,
and environmental disasters.
Each day, approximately 3,000 children are aborted in the United States. While the United
States is technically not at war, 87 percent of the children in the world killed by guns are killed in
our country. Do we love our guns more than we love our children? While climate change and
the destruction of the environment impact the human rights of all people, those of children both
now and in the future are of great concern.
The United States is also now known as a country where babies are torn from their mothers’
arms because the mother made the decision to flee violence and war to save her child and
herself. The world’s media was permeated with images of children forcibly separated from their
parents in the United States and then “housed” in fenced cages. Government agencies have
handed over (inadvertently) unaccompanied children to human traffickers.
“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me.” At one time, other nations
used to look to the United States as a beacon of hope that would protect and promote human
rights around the world. How does the world see us today? How do we see ourselves? Our
Catholic social tradition impels us to uphold all human life, to make decisions that will allow all
peoples to have what they need to live with dignity, to uphold the family as the central social
institution and that in our shrinking global world all people are our neighbor. As followers of
Christ and as Franciscans, we strive to model the tradition of “welcome” that has been handed
down to us through the legacies of Francis and Clare. We strive to receive each child, each
human being, as “brother” and as “sister,” as a gift from God. In our attempts to receive and
welcome each person, we receive and welcome Christ.
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