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Embracing Mystery

The human mind, unless it is impaired or lazy, is
inquisitive. Small children begin to discover their world by
touching and asking questions. The “why” question
sometimes will stump adults. As we mature we continue to
question, to search for how and why things work. Many of
us like mystery stories, try to figure out “who dunnit”
before it is revealed. Some are fascinated by
mathematics. Scientists probe the mysteries of the planet
and the universe; medical researchers seek to heal
illnesses of body and mind; theologians help us to struggle
with God questions.

An inquisitive mind is a gift from God, enabling us to learn
how to live in this world. But no matter how brilliant, the
mind is human, and for the person seeking to live not only
a moral life but a spiritual life, he/she must come to accept
and embrace mystery. This week’s feast of the Most Holy
Trinity celebrates the deep mystery of three Persons in
One God. Catholics say “Amen” - so be it - to this Mystery each time we make the sign of the
cross. As sensate human beings we may use tangible images to represent the Trinity, such as a
shamrock or three wicks in one candle, but reality cannot be captured in an image. Like the
disciples in the Gospel, we worship even as we doubt. We trust in the promise of Jesus to be
with always. We say “Amen” to the mystery of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Trinity in Unity. And
we go forth to witness to God who is both Love and Mystery.

Sr. Marie Lucey, OSF
FAN Associate Director

Suggested Action:

Reflect on the vision of the Trinity as seen by mystic Julian of Norwich, who saw in a small thing
like a hazelnut the Trinity as Maker, Lover, and Keeper. What implications does this hold for
you?

Suggested Petitions:
May we embrace with gratitude the Mystery of the Holy Trinity . . .

May we witness to the Gospel, trusting in the promise of Jesus to be with us in all-ways, in all
times. ..

Prayer:

Grant to us, O Lord, this day to walk with you as Father,
to trust in you as Savior,
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to be enlightened by you as Spirit,
to worship you as Lord;

that all our works may praise you
and our lives may give you glory.

Amen.

FAN premieres Sultan and the Saint in Rome and
Assisi

The Franciscan Action Network was thrilled to be in
Rome and Assisi last week to co-host the premiere
screenings of the Sultan and the Saint in Italy.

FAN’s own Patrick Carolan and Sr. Marie Lucey
(pictured) attended a screening at Seraphicum
International College of the Friars Minor Conventual
in Rome with over 350 in the audience. Discussion
after the film was lively and engaging. Following
that, another screening in Assisi at the Sacro
Convento with 125 in attendance.

The Conventual Friars were gracious hosts of the events in both cities and look to further
engage in Muslim-Christian dialogue and relationship building. Articles on the screenings in
both cities with more details and photos can be found here and here.

Patrick and Marie were even lucky enough to have an audience with Pope Francis. You can
view a photo of that encounter and find out what Marie said to the Pope on our Facebook

page.

The staff of FAN are very proud to continue to bring this story of personal risk for peace to
communities all over the world! Order your copy today on our website.

Restore the Eligibility to Vote to 1.4 Million
Americans in Florida
Second Chances Florida and Democracy is for People

sent us this call for volunteers to help fix Floridais
voting system.

Florida’s system for restoring a person’s eligibility to

vote is broken. SE[}I]N[I@’[}HANBES

FLORIDA
If a person is convicted of a felony, they are barred for

life from voting. This excludes more than 1.4 million
Floridians. These are our family, friends and neighbors
who have completed their full sentences, including
probation, parole and restitution -- and have earned a
second chance.
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